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Homelessness in New York Public
Schools Is at a Record High: 114,659
Students
One out of every 10 students lived in temporary housing during the
last school year.
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At P.S. 446 in Brownsville, Brooklyn, more than a quarter of the students are homeless. Times
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Tonight, about one out of every 10 students in New York City will sleep in a
homeless shelter or in the homes of relatives. That’s more children than at any
other time since city records have been kept. In the morning, those same
children will fan out across the city to go to school, some crossing multiple
boroughs to get there.
Last year, the number of city students in temporary housing topped 100,000 for
the third consecutive year, according to state data released Monday by
Advocates for Children of New York, a group that provides legal and advocacy
services for needy students.
Those students are the most vulnerable victims of homelessness, an issue that

has dogged Mayor Bill de Blasio since he took office in 2014. But as the number
of homeless children continues to swell, there hasn’t been a significant increase
in public or private dollars spent to support these students.
Here’s a look at the issue of homelessness in the city’s schools, and what is —
and isn’t — being done to reduce it:
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A group of parents at P.S. 446 help unload groceries for the school's food pantry. Times

There are more homeless students in New York
City than people in Albany
The number of school-age children who are homeless has sharply increased in
the last eight years along with a rise in homelessness over all. As politicians
debate policy solutions, the number of students in temporary housing has
ballooned to 114,659 students as of last spring, from 69,244 children in 2010.
That’s more homeless students in New York City than the population of Albany.

In School, but Homeless
The number of homeless children in New York City public schools as of last spring was
114,659 — about one in 10 students.
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New York City has one of the highest populations of homeless students of any
big city in America. About 5 percent of students in Chicago’s public schools
were homeless last year, and just above 3 percent of Los Angeles’ students
were homeless in 2016.
There are about 1.1 million children in the city’s public schools in total.
The homelessness problem has left shelters at capacity and more people
sleeping on streets and subways. Close to 38,000 homeless students lived in a
shelter last year, down slightly from the previous year; the rest stayed with
relatives while their families looked for permanent housing.
And in the last school year, there were 3,097 more students in temporary
housing than in the 2016-17 school year.
“The problem of student homelessness is not going away,” said Randi Levine,
the policy director of Advocates for Children.
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Meghan Dunn, the principal at P.S. 446, described a daily race to meet the basic needs of her students. Times

At 144 public schools, a third of the children are
homeless

Of New York’s 1,800 schools, 144 have had the vast majority of homeless
students in their classrooms over the last four years. Homeless students tend to
struggle academically: In the 2015-16 school year, just 12 percent of students
living in shelters passed the state math exam, and 15 percent passed English.
In schools where at least 30 percent of students are homeless, the principals’
offices often double as informal counseling rooms for desperate parents and
children.

Where Nearly Half of Pupils Are Homeless, School
Aims to Be Teacher, Therapist, Even Santa June 6, 2016

At P.S. 446 in Brownsville, Brooklyn, where more than a quarter of the students
are homeless, the principal, Meghan Dunn, described a daily race to meet the
basic needs of her students.
“You think you’ve seen everything and then something happens where you’re
like, ‘well, I never saw that coming,’ then it’s back to the drawing board to figure
out what we can do,” she said.
Last year, Ms. Dunn said she got a call from a mother who was injured in a
nearby homeless shelter and needed surgery. But when the mother was forced
to find another shelter, her four children, all of whom attended P.S. 446, had to
figure out a way to travel to the Bronx to apply for a new placement at the city’s
sole intake center for homeless families, Ms. Dunn said.
Ms. Dunn sent one of her social workers to the shelter to help arrange a paid
taxi ride to bring the injured mother and her children across the city, but the four
students still missed several days of school. That was one of many emergency
situations that Ms. Dunn said she dealt with that week.

In one Bronx school district, 10,804 students are
homeless
School districts that have long served low-income students are absorbing more
homeless students each year.
District 10 in the Bronx served the most homeless children of any of the city’s
32 school districts last year. The district includes Kingsbridge International High
School, where about 44 percent of students who attended the school over the
last four years were homeless at one point.
More homeless students typically means more tardiness or absentees because
of the challenges to get to school. Last year, students living in shelter missed
an average of about 30 days in the school year.
Some students have to travel through two or more boroughs to reach school
from their shelters; only about half of the city’s homeless families lived in a
shelter in the same borough where their youngest child attended school last
year. This fall, the city started a program to move more families into shelters no
farther than five miles from their youngest child’s school.

Richard A. Carranza, the New York City schools chancellor, shown last month, recently said he was startled by the lack in lines of support for
homeless students. Dave Sanders for The New York Times

For every 1,660 homeless students, there’s roughly
1 social worker
The city first earmarked $10.3 million for homeless students in 2016, and
increased spending on social workers and other services for homeless students
to $13.9 million last year, with the City Council pitching in about another $2
million from its own budget. For perspective, the Department of Education’s
total budget for the current school year is $32.3 billion.
The amount set aside for services pays for about 70 social workers — or
roughly one social worker for every 1,660 homeless students. The funding also
pays for more after-school programs and additional staff to help homeless
families apply to schools.
In addition, the city started to send students in kindergarten through sixth grade
who were living in homeless shelters to school by bus in 2016.
But the mayor left that funding out of the city’s preliminary budget for the last
two years, only to plug it back in the final budget, in a process critics call the
budget dance.
Richard A. Carranza, the New York City schools chancellor, recently said he
was startled by the lack in lines of support for homeless students when he took
over the country’s largest public school system in the spring.
He found himself asking, “‘Who owns that issue?’” he recalled in an August
interview with The Times. “It was in three different departments,” Mr. Carranza
added.
On Sunday, Mr. Carranza said the issue of students living in temporary housing
was “deeply important” to him.
“We’re investing $16 million annually, increasing the number of social workers
at schools with the highest rates of students in temporary housing, and bringing
this work under the Office of Community Schools to address key challenges
students and families face.”
Mr. Carranza recently named one of his top deputies, Chris Caruso, to oversee
the Department of Education’s office of students in temporary housing.
Though the city has struggled to contain the problem, it also has not received
much help from local philanthropists. New York City is arguably the
philanthropic center of the world, but the philanthropic arm of the Frankfurt,
Germany-based Deutsche Bank is the only organization that has given more
than $1 million to specifically support homeless students in recent years.
A version of this article appears in print on, on Page A19 of the New York edition with the headline: Number of
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